Clinical outcomes and prognostic factor analysis after salvage surgery for recurrent squamous cell carcinoma of the oral cavity.
The purpose of this study was to analyze the oncological outcomes and predictive factors for successful curative salvage surgery after recurrent oral cavity squamous cell carcinoma. A retrospective study was conducted involving 73 patients who received surgery-based salvage treatment. The pattern of failure for primary treatment was local failure in 29 patients, regional failure in 29 patients, and loco-regional failure in 15 patients. The 5-year overall, loco-regional failure-free, and disease-free survival rates were 54.8%, 58.9% and 49.3%, respectively. Patients with an advanced initial N stage, previous treatment with combined modality therapy, loco-regional recurrence, advanced recurrent T stage, a disease-free survival of less than 8 months prior to salvage, and recurrence in a previously treated field had a significantly worse prognosis. Given the potential surgical morbidity, salvage surgery should be undertaken after careful consultation with patients who have factors for a poor prognosis.